[Huntington chorea in Drosophila and mice: toward new therapeutic steps].
Huntington's disease is an hereditary dominant neurodegenerative disorder clinically characterised by progressive dyskinesia, cognitive decline and psychiatric disturbances. One decade after the identification of the gene whose mutation is responsible for the disease, this pathology remains incurable. However, major insights into early cellular and molecular basis of Huntington's disease have arisen from transgenic models. Transcriptional dysregulation, abnormal degradation of misfolded proteins as well as excitotoxic processes and mitochondrial dysfunction are involved in Huntington's disease. The present review discusses the recent insights gained from mouse and Drosophila models towards the understanding of pathogenesis and the development of new therapeutic tools.